
This is the story of a little-
known Fresno native, born 
least likely to succeed, who 
became a billionaire.

 

A daring aviator, movie mogul and risk-taker who 

transformed Las Vegas and Hollywood. He knew Howard 

Hughes, Frank Sinatra, Barbra Streisand, Elvis Presley, Mike 

Tyson, and Andre Agassi. Yet he made few public appearances  

and strenuously avoided personal publicity. Now, thanks to 

archival records, news clippings and the recollections of 

longtime pals and relatives, this obscure, self-made man  

has been illuminated as never before.

WILLIAM C. REMPEL is a veteran Los Angeles Times 

investigative reporter and editor. Few of his assignments  

were as challenging as finding the real Kirk Kerkorian  

beneath multiple layers of secrecy.
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